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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE STUDIO

Description of Project Changes & Responses to Planning Board Questions

Revised Site Plan

As previously noted in the December 2023, Site Plan Review Application, Cornell University is proposing to
construct the Meinig Fieldhouse, an indoor sports and recreation center, on Cornell’s Central Campus in the area
currently occupied by Robison Alumni Fields. Since the original submission, the project scope has been revised to
show a new multi-purpose athletic field in the location of the previously proposed field hockey cutdoor turf field
to the west of the proposed Meinig Fieldhouse building. The previous submission included a proposed 77,354 SF
field hockey field with amenities. The revised project scope includes a proposed 92,098 SF (93,098 SF with
perimeter curb) multi-purpose synthetic turf athletic field that will support a variety of sports activities for much of
the year. The updated site plan removes several elements that were previously proposed for the field hockey field,
including the removal of the flagpole, team storage area, team shelters, press box, and spectator seating. The
proposed scoreboard has been relocated to the southern portion of the field.

Due to the field size expansion, the sports lighting poles have shifted slightly further apart. The sports lights to the
west (F3-F4) of the multi-purpose field have been shifted towards the field corners to avoid existing underground
utilities and surface features remaining on site. Due to this shift, these two poles now have a mounting height of
80 feet, while F1-F2 remain at a mounting height of 70 feet.

The scope of the Meinig Fieldhouse portion of the project has not changed. The Meinig Fieldhouse is a 90,0005F
building at 56 feet tall which will enable year-round practice and play space for athletes as well as limited
competition venue for NCAA Lacrosse Players.
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LANDSCAPE A

ITECTURE STUDIO

Revised Site Access and Circulation

A revised Site Access and Circulation diagram is provided below. As noted in the original Site Plan Review
Application dated December 2023, very little parking is expected to be needed daily as the facility is primarily
expected to be used for students for practice, recreation, and club play. Bicycle parking on the site has been
reconfigured and includes a total of 21 bicycle parking spaces separated into three bicycle parking facilities. As
noted in the December 2023 submission, bicycle parking facilities will be easily accessible from pedestrian or fire
access pathways and will not intrude into these walkways.

Due to changes to the site layout, only one (1) non-ADA parking space will be removed from the Bartels Lot to the
south because of the proposed project. Three (3) ADA accessible parking spaces will remain in the Alumni Lot to
the north, and 8 ADA accessible parking spaces in the Bartels Lot to the south.
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LANDSCAPE 2

Revised Operations and Maintenance Strategy

The revised Operations and Maintenance strategy includes minor modifications to the areas in the site identified
for piling snow, including removal of a snow piling area on the northeastern portion of the field, and relocation of
one of the southern snow piling areas. The location of the concrete dumpsters on heavy-duty concrete pads,
accessible via flush curb from the parking area adjacent to the Friedman Wrestling Center, remains unchanged
from the December 2023 submission. Service access to the Meinig Fieldhouse via 10-feet wide roll-up door, as well
as proposed service access drives and delivery routes, remain unchanged from the December 2023 submission.
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Landscaping and Planting Plan

As noted in the December 2023 submission, natural landscaping around the building will include a variety of
species with a strong emphasis on using native, non-invasive plant materials. The City of Ithaca Planning Board
requested additional information regarding tree clearing and protection and tree planting, as well as an updated
planting plan. During construction, a total of 18 Quercus rubra will be removed, and 60 trees will be planted on
site, resulting in a net addition of 42 trees on the site. As noted in the Planting Plan under separate cover, the trees
to be planted include:

1. (11) 2.5” caliper Acer rubrum ‘Redpointe’
2. (14) 8-10" height Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Autumn Brilliance’
3. (18) 8-10" height Betula papyrifera ‘Oenci’
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LANDSCAPE A
(10) 8-10" height Cercis canadensis ‘Northern Strain’

(7) 2.5” caliper Ulmus americana ‘Princeton’

A variety of shrubs, perennials, ground covers, and a native planting mix are also proposed to be planted on the

site. Reference L5-01 and L5-02 in the revised technical drawing set under separate cover for additional
information.

Stormwater Updates and Additional Information

All of the proposed stormwater management practices will be located within the City of ithaca. Runoff from the
artificial turf field and a majority of the proposed fieldhouse will be conveyed to a single below grade detention
system with the required volume to detain the 1% chance storm event. This system will use manufactured
chamber units encased in an envelope of stone and be located underneath the turf field. Diversion structures will
be placed upstream of the detention system to direct runoff from low flow events to the system’s pretreatment
“isolator rows”. Higher flow events will bypass the isolator rows and enter the system directly. An outlet control
structure will be installed downstream of the system to ensure discharge rates do not exceed the existing
conditions. Sand filter units, located underneath the below grade detention system, will provide water quality
treatment for the required water quality volume (WQv). A bioretention filter located in the open space north of
the fieldhouse will provide additional WQu treatment and satisfy the project runoff reduction volume {RRv)

requirement. Additional WQv will be provided by a hydrodynamic separator located in the landscaped area south
of the proposed fieldhouse.
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Traffic leaving the site and heading south would use Pine Tree Road to route 79 to 81 south.
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Traffic leaving the site and heading south would use Pine Tree Road to Route 79 to 81 south, zoomed in.
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LANDSC RCHITECTUR

Site Construction logistics, approximately November 2024 — March 2026
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Butterfly Milkweed

Blue Zinger Sedge Husker Red Beardtongue White Turtlehead

Cape Breeze Switchgrass

February Gold Daffodi

Little Bluestem

Lanceleaf Tickseed
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